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DETAILED ACTION 



This communication is responsive to amendment filed on January 13, 2006. 
Applicant cancels claims 1-14, adds new claims 15-16. 

As requested, a telephone call with a left message was made to Ms. Carolyn T. Baumgardner on 
March 22, 2006. No response has been heard. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 15-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

Concerning claim 15, "a plurality of copies of recording sheets", "an image data signal . . . 
is printed" and "by repeatedly printing the image data signal" are indefinite for the following 
reasons: 

- how a plurality of copies of the recording sheets is defined: whether one copy refers to 
one recording sheet or to a plurality of recording sheets; whether the copies are the same 
or different from each other; 

- whether the image data signal is printed on each of the recording sheets or each of the 
copies; 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/60 1,655 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2625 

- clarification on how "preparing the plurality of copies of recording sheets" by 
"repeatedly printing the image data signal": whether the image data signal is 
repeatedly printed many times on one side or both sides of one recording sheet, of all 
the recording sheets in each copy, or of all the recording sheets in all the copies, or 
one image data is printed one time on each of the recording sheets in each copies, or 
one image data is printed one time on any recording sheet of each copy. 

- the timing order of the image data signal . printed on a plurality of copies of recording 
sheets and the step of preparing a plurality of copies of recording sheets by 
"repeatedly printing the image data signal " 

Concerning claim 16, a process of "bundling the copies one by one" is performed after 
the output operation is indefinite since there is no description on how the copies are 
distinguished and bundled one by one. Does it done manually, automatically, by request or 
command? 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 15-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Choi (US 
Patent No. 5,936,744) in view of Kurokawa (US Patent No. 4,81 1,1 1 1). 
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Concerning claim 15, Choi discloses a communication apparatus (Fig. 2) receiving an 
identification signal (telephone number) from an originating communication apparatus (sending 
facsimile) and performing an output operation (printing operation) when the received 
identification signal from the original communication apparatus coincides with a pre-stored 
identification signal (registered telephone numbers), (Figs.3-4; col 3, line 40 - col. 4, line 46; 
col. 5, line 12 - col. 6, line 61), wherein the output operation includes an operation for preparing 
a plurality of copies of recording sheets on which an image data signal received subsequent to 
the receipt of the identification signal is printed (col. 5, lines 8-10). 

Choi fails to teach that the operation is performed by repeatedly printing the image data 
signal. However, it was commonly known in the art that some information, such as sender name 
or address, receiver's name or address, could be printed on each recording sheet. Kurokawa 
discloses a facsimile machine that prints sender's and receiver's name together with facsimile 
image data on each page of the recording sheets (Fig.4; Abstract; col. 4, line 41 - col. 5, line 39). 
It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the invention was made to 
combine the above Kurokawa teaching to repeatedly print any information relating to the sender 
and receiver (name, address, phone numbers, etc.) on the recording sheets since Kurokawa also 
teaches that the sending facsimile apparatus sends these information to the receiving facsimile in 
order to print them on the top or each page of facsimile recording sheets (Fig.4; col. 5, lines 4- 
39) while Choi teaches that the facsimile image data can be received by the receiver only when 
the sender's telephone numbers are registered in the receiver's register (col. 7, lines 17-24). 

Concerning claim 16, Choi in view of Kurokawa fails to teach the process of bundling the 
copies one by one. However, at the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a 
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person of ordinary skill in the art to add a process of bundling the copies one by one as a matter 
of design choice. Applicant has not disclosed that the bundling process provides an advantage, 
is used for a particular purpose or solves a stated problem. One of ordinary skill in the art, 
furthermore, would have expected Applicant's invention to perform equally well with the 
bundling process because a conventional printing or copying machine can do that process and it 
is up to the user to request the process of bundling the copies. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine to one of ordinary 



Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

a. Nakatsuji (US Patent No. 5,296,933) discloses a facsimile apparatus from which 
paper sheets bearing an index mark. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Madeleine AV Nguyen whose telephone number is 571 272- 
7466. The examiner can normally be reached on Tuesday-Thursday 12:30-6:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward L. Coles can be reached on 571 272-7402. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-9 197- (toll-free). 
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Madeleine AV Nguyen 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2625 



